
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Broken Promises 

 

     Our gospel this morning talks about divorce and about life’s ‘big commitment.’ You 

and I know that keeping all the commitments we make is not one of our strong suits. 

Ever since the time of Adam and Eve, mankind and womankind, too, have broken their 

vows and promises and thrown them all to the four winds. Not only do we break the 

agreements we make with fellow human beings, but we also break the covenants we 

make with God Himself. 

     Let me ask all of us, “How many of us have not sinned since the day were baptized 

and confirmed?” The answer to that question is obvious. None of us can say that. Or 

how many of us can say we have not sinned since last Easter when we stood up in 

church together and renewed out baptismal promises? Once again, the answer is 

unanimous: none of us! 

     The broken promises and commitments Jesus is talking about in today’s gospel have 

to do with divorce. He is trying very hard to get us to mean what we say and then go 

and out and really stick to it. So, when we say, “For better or worse, for richer or for 

poorer, in sickness and in health, till death do us part,” He wants us to really and truly 

mean it. How many people are there who have said those words not just once, not just 

twice but even five or six times. Let’s face it, we humans are famous for making 

promises and not living up to them. 

     That is not the way it is with God’s promises. God keeps all His promises! He loves 

us and He is never going to withdraw His love from us. God has married us and He 

will never divorce us…no matter how difficult we make it for Him. And so, it is 

obvious that the fate of our union with God is going to rely on the stability of our love 

for Him.  

     He does everything in His power to strengthen and increase our love for Him. He 

does everything He can to make our relationship with Him as strong as possible. Still, 

when we let selfishness take over our lives, we are barring the door to everything good 

He is offering to us. It is never God who divorces man or woman; no, it is men and 

women who divorce God. 
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     You can see it is very important we take all our promises very seriously before we 

find ourselves all alone and lost forever. You don’t want that to happen to you, do you? 

     

*Inspired by Matthew 19:3-12 


